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“But I will hope continually, and will yet praise thee more and more.” —Psalms 71:14
We wish to express our deepest gratitude to you for
faithfully supporting and praying for our family and
ministry. As we continue on the furlough journey, God
has bestowed His abundant blessings upon us. Our
desire through this letter is to praise Him more and more!

suspected locations—the lungs and the stomach.
Thankfully, the concerning areas in the stomach were
not cancerous, and only two spots on one of his
lungs were cancerous. This past Friday he finished
five days of radiation treatments on each of the
spots. The doctors are confident this treatment will
be enough to send the cancer into remission. He will
have the next check up in three months. Thank you
to those who have prayed and sent caring notes to
our family during this trial in our lives. We are still
looking forward to the day we will be able to visit in
the United States.

Praises & Answers to Prayers
•

•

•

God has blessed us with safety as we travel. Though
we have experienced some “close calls”, we have
not had any incidents on the road. Praise God, we
have had no major mechanical issues with our
vehicles. This is miraculous considering the age of
both the van and camper trailer which we have been
blessed to haul.
God has given us the privilege of reporting back to
some of our supporting churches as well presenting
our ministry to new churches. Seven new churches
have committed to partner with our ministry. This
brings us to 96.5% of our needed support. All praise
be to Jehovah-Jireh!
Thank you for praying for Sandra’s dad, Chris Ravert.
Because the cancer that had been discovered in his
kidney last summer reappeared in another place in
his body, it was diagnosed as stage four. We prayed
earnestly as they checked for cancer in two

•

Matthias, Shirley, and Emma-Joy’s Philippine
passports have arrived in Vancouver! God allowed
them to arrive earlier than expected, which we are
grateful for. We have waited nearly a year for these
passports. Please continue to pray about Alison’s
documents for the Philippines.

Meetings & Ministry Opportunities
During May and June we travelled in British Columbia,
Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. Our family had a
double blessing as we reported back to a supporting
church Vernon, BC. The Lord set our schedule that we
could be there the same time as the BC and Beyond

Pastor’s Conference. God worked some amazing things
in our life during that time, and we were privileged to
reconnect with ministry partners and friends at that
conference. To close out the month, we had the privilege
of being part of the wedding of Benjamin Carver and
Larissa Kuiper. They have served our family in countless
ways in the last year. We love them and thank God we
were able to be in Canada for their special day!
In June, we travelled in Saskatchewan and Manitoba with
a quick visit to Alberta. God gave me the privilege of
attending two men’s retreats. Both were used by God in
specific ways to bless and encourage me. Sandra and
the girls stayed in Manitoba for much of this time
enjoying the opportunity to have some rest and
fellowship. Near the end of June our boys, Micah (19)
and Matthias (17) headed north to the fly-in town of
Uranium City, Saskatchewan.
The boys had gone to help prepare the grounds for the
re-opening of Beacon Bible Camp. This camp is a
ministry of Beacon Baptist Church in Uranium City where
Pastor Jim Pfaﬀenroth and his wife Sharon have served
God for over 30 years. Sandra and I were supposed to
fly in with our girls the first week of July. Our family was
praying fervently and preparing excitedly as I was being
given the privilege of preaching for this very special
camp. However, God tells us in His precious Word, “For
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts.”
The Pfaﬀenroth’s daughter, Rebekah and her husband,
Andreas, with their children (Hannah, Marcus, Alayna,
Kaylee, and Abigail) moved to Uranium City about three
years ago to work with them. These precious people
could never have expected what God’s ways would be.
God took their seven-year-old daughter, Alayna, to be
with Him two days after our boys arrived at camp.
Amidst tears, yet with a strength coming only from the
grace of our amazing God, Andreas expressed it so
beautifully—Alayna went into the river to swim and God
called her through the river to be with Him.
For our family, we chose to use July as a time to rest
from this very trying time. Micah and Matthias are still
processing this tragedy as they were closely involved in
the eﬀort to recover her body and had already grown to
love and respect the Pfaﬀenroth and Wiebe families
dearly before this happened. It has been good for all of
us to have this healing time together.
August had already been planned as a “rest month” as
we knew the time in Uranium City would be tiring. As we

rest, our children will be able to participate in Vacation
Bible School. Our family is also looking forward to being
part of teen camp with the theme “Called to Serve”.
Sandra and I will have. the privilege of speaking for
some of the sessions during the week. The Lord has
gifted our children with some very godly friends, and they
are excited to be able to spend this special time with
them.
Ministry Report from Sagada
Thank you for continuing to pray for Central Sagada
Baptist Church. The church has faced many challenges
in our absence, but we praise the Lord for the faithful
who have continued in the midst of much diﬃculty.
Please continue to pray fervently for Godfrey Biba as he
still faces much persecution for leading the church in our
absence. Martina Wal, our Sunday school supervisor,
continues to face diﬃculties as well. Our hearts ache to
be reunited with our people again. Please pray for the
people of Mountain Province and the surrounding areas
as they have faced devastating earthquakes. Sadly,
many have died, very likely without the Saviour—the
thought of this is the hardest part for us. At this time
many places of the highway that we travel to get to
Sagada are completely buried or have slid down the
mountain. This could take several months to repair as
most things are done by hand there.
Family Update
This year has been a time of many changes for our
family. Each of our children can testify of the goodness
of God in their lives through these changes.
Micah is preparing to attend Canadian Baptist Bible
College this September. When he surrendered to attend
college, he had no idea how he would be able to aﬀord
to attend college. How exciting it has been to pray with
him and watch the Lord work! Immediately after he
surrendered God began to provide through financial gifts.
Recently, a friend gave him a vehicle in need of a few
repairs. Another friend who is a professional mechanic
oﬀered to do the work for free if Micah could pay for the
parts. As Micah prayed, God provided the money for
this! God has also provided a full-time job for him
through a generous family from Pembina Valley Baptist
Church. He will be able to earn the needed finances
while gaining experience in a steel manufacturing plant.
This plant has a unique 40-hour work week in only four
days, which will give Micah more full days to be able to
focus on his school work. Micah told us that he has
always seen God provide for our family, but it’s even

more exciting to him to see God meet his personal
needs! Please pray for him as he adjusts to life in
Canada. Our daughter Shirley explained the struggle
vividly a couple of years ago when she said, “Mom, the
people in Canada are blue. The people in the Philippines
are yellow. Missionary kids are green.” There is much
wisdom in this analogy spoken from a young lady who
understands this deeply. We recently learned a term has
been coined for kids like this—third culture kids. This is
a culture all of its own filled with people who have
struggles that are hard to understand. We know God will
take care of Micah, but diﬃcult times are ahead as we
part ways. God has lovingly given him two good friends
who are ‘missionary kids’ just recently returned to
Canada. Please pray for our family. Crossing the ocean
without him will be more diﬃcult than we can express.
Not only will there be a gaping hole in our family, Micah
has been a selfless servant of God in the Philippines. He
left some big shoes to fill in Sagada.
Matthias has experienced some good changes. The
longer we are on furlough, the less his chest/heart has
been hurting. We need God’s wisdom to know how to
help him by shielding him from too much stress in the
Philippines. God has given him some significant
emotional healing as well.
Shirley has also seen some positive changes. She has
faced many diﬃcult processes to finally begin to heal. To
summarize the year, after working through several
months of Biblical Counseling with a deeply wise, godly
lady and with the assistance and prayer of a couple of
other Biblical counsellors, she was finally able to face
some dangerous and scary things that have happened in
her life and find healing through God’s Word. The gifts of
love and friendship extended to her by so many have
helped her body come a long way in the healing process.
Please continue to pray for Shirley to come to complete
healing.
Emma-Joy turned 12 on July 10th! Sandra’s friend
hosted a birthday party for Emmy. This was really
special as, for a change, she was able to have her friends
with her for her birthday! Emmy has clearly grown
spiritually this year as God has changed her to be more
like Him.
Alison has faced great changes in Canada! From
language to food to manners to diﬀerent people groups
to the changing dynamics of her family, she’s had some
struggles, but God is so good. She loves God and truly
knows how to pray. She still prays for her friends in
Sagada each day. She prays to worship, to ask, to
thank. . .she prays! The faith of this little four-year-old

girl challenges many. God even used her faith to bring a
17 -year-old young man to Christ!
Thank you again for your faithful prayers and support.
God is hearing and answering and preparing us to return
to the field in His perfect time!

