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Happy New Year! Tricia and I joke that we spent our first 
Christmas as “empty nesters” wrapping furniture instead 
of presents to prepare to move into our new apartment at 
the end of December. In Uruguay there’s no such thing as 
Kijiji or Craigslist or garage sales to sell your used things, 
so we had an auction to help us downsize instead. It was 
a multi-day affair. During that time a neighbour texted 
me. He was upset we were leaving and not saying   
goodbye. I replied, “But we haven’t even moved yet!” 
Before we left the neighbourhood we had grown to love 
these last 5 years, we bought boxes of chocolates for 
those we’ve connected with and hand delivered them to 
say our goodbyes. (Note: NEW ADDRESS BELOW!) 

EVANGELISM & OUTREACH 
We’re happy to say God has blessed us with some more 
fruit! One Saturday at the end of November I spent some 
time at the open air market with another vendor named 
Ana. As we talked, Ana shared her difficult life story and I 
shared the gospel. The Lord had clearly been working on 
her heart to prepare her for this meeting. While going 
through the Scriptures, Ana was personally touched by 
our sinfulness and Christ’s love and sacrifice on her behalf. 

When it came 
time, she was 
eager to accept 
God’s gift of 
salvation and 
began praying 
by herself for 
t h e L o r d t o 
forgive her and 
s a v e h e r .     
Afterwards, she 
was so excited 
to be saved, 

telling me this 
w a s e x a c t l y 
what she was     
l o o k i n g f o r. 
The very next 
day she and 
her daughter, 
Paz, were in 
church. That 
day happened 
to also be her     
birthday. She 
now had two 
birthdays to celebrate together: physical and spiritual! 
Ana and Paz have been faithful to attend our services and 
Ana has even invited her boyfriend to come. He hasn’t 
accepted the offer yet, but we’re praying.   

As you may recall, we’ve been in a severe drought since 
the beginning of 2020. September brought us a different 
kind of problem — 3 months of massive flooding. Odd 
thing is that the water wasn’t even ours. Non-stop rains in 
southern Brazil were causing our river to overflow on its 
way to the Atlantic. Around 1200 Salteños had to leave 
their homes as a result. Temporary housing was setup at 
the old zoo across from our house. To help the struggling 
folk, a national pastor sent up boxes of clothes for us to 
hand out. Our church also purchased and distributed food 
on several occasions along with gospel literature.  

As for our daily radio program, I learned from a friend we 
have a large following in a town north of here. I also 
found out that the program is heard all the way to the 
Brazilian border 130 km/80 miles away. What a blessing to 
have such a wide — and apparently faithful — listening 
audience. Solid Bible teaching is a rarity in Uruguay.  

Speaking of our radio program, Daniel has been helping 
me host it. That has been a blessing. I’ve also invited our 

Newly saved Patricio and Candela

A very happy Ana after accepting Christ

Praise Reports 
• Ana’s salvation!  
• Daniel & Gabriela’s, Patricio & Candela’s growth in Christ 
• Good testimony w/neighbours & new people joining services 
• Church people taking responsibility for outreach & ministry

Prayer Requests 
•  Salvation: Tricia’s family, Laura, Juan José, Phil, Irene, Gabi, 
Carolina, Deborah, Maria, Reuben M., Julio, Pia, Reuben P. 
• Fruit from outreach activities (radio, markets, door-to-door) 
• Upcoming furlough, new supporting churches 
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church folk to come out and give their testimonies on air. 
Patricio took up the offer and willingly came. He’s usually 
a shy person however he did a great job testifying what 
Christ has done for him in salvation, and sharing how 
much richer his life had become since starting his walk of 
faith. Praise God for this bold witness! 

CHURCH LIFE 
Shortly after getting saved, Patricio and Candela said they 
wanted to read through the Bible in a year and asked for 
a plan to follow. They also asked to have a weekly Bible 
study with me. They’re hungry for the Word and often 
work ahead in the discipleship book before we meet. 
They have been faithfully attending our services and seek 
to help out wherever they can. Patricio and Candela have 
a heart to serve and are really keen on working with 
young people (it’s their day job, too). Praise God! They’ve 
even asked if they can bring friends to church. They said 
that they love coming to our church because “it’s like a 
family”. It’s great to know they feel comfortable. What a 
change from a year ago when he was an atheist and she 
was a recovering abused Catholic. We’re really looking 
forward to what God is going to do with this young    
couple in the days and months to come. 

Rosario’s cousin, Susana, hadn’t spoken to her for over 25 
years. One day she contacted Rosario out of the blue and 
asked if she could come to church with her. Apparently  
Susana had tried every other church in town and was tired 
of all the in-fighting, backbiting and church hopping that 
went on in so-called Christian circles. She was looking for 
“a real church”. She’s been faithful in her attendance and 
had expressed joy in the fellowship. I praise the Lord our 
church folk create such a welcoming environment for  
others to join in.  

In September some of the ladies of our church felt the 
need for more dedicated prayer time. They met together 
each Tuesday afternoon in October and November — not 
to visit, eat, or even fellowship — but to pray only. (That 
was their rules.) Praise God. It was a blessing to see their 
enthusiasm to corporately seek the Lord. Matthew 6:33.  

Speaking of our ladies, several others decided to start a 
Saturday afternoon backyard Bible club for the young 
people of their neighbourhood. Each week, upwards of 
two dozen children come to sing encouraging songs and 
hear a Bible lesson.  

Both of these activities — the time of prayer and the  
children’s outreach — were completely organic. We 

weren’t involved in the establishment of either. Our 
church people saw a spiritual need and took the initiative 
to do something about it. We praise the Lord for this. Our 
job as church-planting missionaries is “to train others to 
do likewise” until we work ourselves out of a job. It’s an    
exciting thing to see it actually happening here in Salto.  

Speaking of training others, Daniel continues to work  
diligently at his Bible institute. We meet a few days a 
week for classes and he’s working on some other courses 
as self-study. As an older man who has been saved for 
many years, Daniel has expressed thankfulness to learn 
sound Bible doctrine for the first time. So far he’s been 
doing exceptionally well in his papers and exams. I praise 
God for this good man and his family who have a heart 
for the ministry. 

FAMILY MATTERS 
We were excited to host our first North American visitors 
in October. It was a joy to show them around Salto and 
share what God is doing here. They were able to get  
involved in the ministry, sharing testimonies in our       
services as well as a Bible message on our radio program. 
We’re thankful for their visit and time of encouragement.  

We’re also grateful that Josh and Josephine are enjoying 
their new church. Both have gotten involved, with Josh 
assisting in Sunday school and street evangelism and 
Josephine helping with the music ministry. We praise the 
Lord for a good group of believers in England for them to 
get plugged into.  

Now that we are in our new apartment, Tricia and I are 
getting things ready for our trip back to Canada in      
February. Although Dad’s health continues to decline, he’s 
at least at home now receiving the care he needs. Please 
pray for us as we go back, that we will be a help to my 
elderly parents. Knowing Dad’s time is short, we want to 
be a blessing and encouragement to them.  

As mentioned in our special update, we are planning on 
heading out on furlough this spring. We will be in the US 
southwest/Mexico  April through June and in Ontario/
Quebec/Atlantic Canada and the US northeast  August 
through October. I will be calling pastors to book      
meetings however if you'd like to have us in, please feel 
free to reach out to me. We would be more than happy to 
share with your church what God is doing  in our remote 
corner of the globe. 

Yours for Uruguay,  
Marco & Tricia
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