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Dear Friends,                                                                                                                August 2022 
   
This has been one of the nicest summers that we have had in Ireland for a long time.  It was 

actually sunny, warm and dry-three words that are not frequent flyers in these parts      .  It has 
given everything a chance to dry out and cut down on the moss, mold and other black and 
green growth that grows on everything.  You even find it growing on the cars. 
 

The Lord has brought us a few visitors this summer that have come and gone.  One young man 
is from the next county over and is studying in the college here in Waterford.  He has been 
popping in when around and not back home with his family.  We might see more of him when 
classes start up next month.  There has been an Indian man that has started coming who 
professes salvation.  His wife is Hindu and has not come yet.  He has brought his two boys a few 
times and the older one came everyday to our Holiday Bible Club.  Speaking of which, we only 
have five kids in our church in the 5–12-year-old age group. All five of our church kids came 
each day. We had a total of 13 kids on the first day and finished out the week with a high day of 
16 kids. The Lord brought us eleven non church kids which was amazing!  The focus was on the 
book of Proverbs.  Several of the kids acknowledged that God was working in their life and one 
girl trusted Jesus as her Saviour. 
 

I had mentioned that the five-year lease on our church building this coming November. Rents 
have gone up immensely in both the residential and commercial markets.  This has brought 
some serious concern as our mission work can not afford to be hit with any significant rent 
increase. We also face dealing with the increase in utilities costs along with everyone else.   I 
received an email from the landlord’s office a month ago asking that I be sure along with my 
congregation that we do not park in the spaces in front of the butcher shop during our service 
times as this has caused a lot of problems. I was a bit confused by this as there is not any 
butcher shop around us that I was aware of.  Only tile shops, auto parts shop, and the back door 
to an Asian food supply store next to us.  This caused me to think that we might not be in such 
“good graces” with the landlord. So, I contacted the landlord’s office who incidentally is a 
building contractor/property developer.  This man has a significant footprint across our city of 
Waterford. In speaking with the secretary, I found out that it was not our church but a different 
one located in a different business park and the email to us was a mistake.  I took the 
opportunity to mention our delight with the building but also having a tight financial position 
that would not sustain any major rent increase.  She said that she would speak to the owner 
and get back to me in a day or two.  Three weeks went by and not a word.  So, I dropped into 
the office and spoke with her in person, she assured me that she would speak to the owner that 
day and let me know the outcome the next day. Well, I did get an email from them which said 
that the landlord was happy to renew our lease under the same terms and same price! What a 
great blessing and answer to prayer! 
 

Kari is preparing to return to Romania this coming Friday (26th) for her next semester of Bible 
college.  I am flying with her do to flight delays, cancelations, and baggage issues so that if 
something happens, she will not be in a predicament on her own in Munich.  Please keep her in 
prayer throughout the semester. We are grateful for your love, prayer and support as we 
continue with the ministry in  
Waterford Ireland. 
 
May the Lord find us faithful, 
Don and Lisa Thatcher & Family    
 

 

The Thatchers 

Waterford, Ireland 

 

 

 

• Ireland’s population, 

4.5 million 

• 34% of population 25 

years old or younger 

• Dublin’s population 

over 1.2 million 

• Waterford’s 

population over 46,000 

• 85% still claim to be 

Roman Catholic 

 

Email:  

thatchers@bimi.org 

 

Sending Church: 

Fostoria Baptist Church 
8933 Fostoria Road 
Fostoria, MI  48435 
(989) 795-2185 
 
 
Serving with: 
 
Baptist International 
Missions Inc. 
P.O. Box 9 
Harrison, TN 37341 
(423) 344-5050 
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