
 

Dear Praying Friends, 

   December, 2022 

     The village of  Lidio is in an isolated spot off the beaten path, seemingly unimportant to all 

but those who reside within its confines.  The roads leading to it are not easily traveled.  As 

soon as the rains slowed a bit a few weeks ago I visited the new church plant to teach and 

encourage those who are turning from fetish worship to serve the Living God.  In spite of its 

obscurity the gospel is lighting the former darkness through the work of a Layman teacher, 

Emmanuel, who also pastors 2 other works!  The number of attendees will never be large in 

man’s eyes, (some of the young people pictured), but what an impact for eternity this dear 

brother is making.  Several weeks after I visited these new believers who had so hungrily taken 

in the Word of God that day, one of the younger mothers passed away from a snake 

bite.  Because she had accepted Christ as Savior her future was secure.  Even though you, our 

faithful supporters and prayer warriors will most likely never meet these precious believers, you 

can rejoice with us that this sister in Christ had made the right decision. 

     We are both excited and saddened when we finish with a class of Bible Institute 

students.  This was the case as we recently said goodbye to 4 brothers in Christ who have 

already returned to their home areas and are working through apprenticeships with the main 

pastor of their areas.  All four, Germain, Samuel, Jacque, and Kossi will be a great blessing as 

they assist in the churches of those regions and learn in a practical way how to shepherd a 

flock.   

     Andre (pictured) was just baptized along with 12 other believers in the village of 

Pagouda.  He was born into a Muslim family and knew no other god but Allah.  His family was 

devout and so he was faithful to follow all of the tenets of Islam including faithfully praying 

toward Mecca 5 times a day.  As he began to grow towards maturity he was drawn to the Bible, 

available for reading in the library.  As he studied it, beginning in the Old Testament, he started 

questioning the validity of the stories he had heard in the Koran.  He went to the leaders of the 

mosque questioning why in the Bible, Jonas was swallowed by a great fish, but in their teaching 

the main character was Mohammed.  They had no answer.  His curiosity led him to start reading 



the New Testament, and that is when he found a living Savior who could forgive his sins.  Every 

baptismal candidate, including Andre, gave testimony of their faith in Christ before family and 

friends.  We rejoice in what God continues to do here in Togo. 

     In January we are coming to the states and spending 6 months reporting to you folks of what 

God has been doing here in Togo.  We look forward to seeing many of you in our travels.  We 

also have another grandchild coming in January as our daughter Erin and her husband Mylon 

have their first child.     

    Because of Him, 

Randy and Jeanette Alderman 

 


