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“One generation shall praise thy works to 
another, and shall declare thy mighty 
acts.”  Psalm 145:4 

The mighty acts of our great God have been 
plain to see in recent weeks!  Thank you to 
all who have prayed for Shirley.  God has 
seen fit to answer many of our prayers.   
Since our last prayer update God allowed 
Shirley to see an audiologist, an ENT 
specialist (ear, nose, and throat), an 
optometrist, and a Christian naturopathic 
doctor.  Each doctor gave us some definitive 
answer or set us down a new path toward 
answers.  We are excited to share these 
things with you!


The findings of the audiologist showed that 
Shirley actually has excellent hearing!  The 
ENT specialist explained what Shirley 
perceives as a hearing problem.  When she 
was six years old, Shirley had a cold which 
was likely the cause of the tinnitus which 
began affecting her at that time.  Tinnitus is 
caused by the overstimulation of the hair 
cells inside the ear.  Sometimes this 
overstimulation continues beyond the time of 
illness indefinitely which is likely what has 
happened in Shirley’s ears.  This constant 
overstimulation also confuses the brain when 
Shirley is trying to hear other things.  Her 
brain has difficulty focusing on a specific 
sound so she can “hear” it.  Although there is 
no cure for this condition, older children and 
adults are often sent for occupational 
therapy to be able to cope with the constant 
sound that is heard especially when the 

person is in a quiet environment.  When 
Shirley explained to the doctor that she has 
learned to quote long passages of scripture 
to herself or listen to an audio Bible in order 
to sleep at night, he was satisfied that she 
has adjusted well to her condition.  We 
rejoice that she does not have a true hearing 
problem!


The optometrist Shirley saw was very 
thorough in both his examination and also 
his explanation of the condition of Shirley’s 
eyes.  In the summer of 2021 an optometrist 
told Shirley that her left eye tries to cross 
when she reads.  There was nothing offered 
to us as help for her eyes.  During the 
summer of 2022 another optometrist told us 
that Shirley has a lazy eye that cannot be 
helped.  The present optometrist explained 
that Shirley’s eyes try to cross when she 
reads. This can be helped by using bifocals.  
Lord willing this will slow down the decline of 
her vision.  The Lord provided for us to buy 
her a pair of progressive glasses which she 
should receive in a couple of weeks.  She is 
eager to be able to read for hours again!


Our Christian naturopathic doctor, Dr. Scott 
Tyler, spent a great deal of time assessing 
Shirley.  This very generous man gave us 
almost three hours of his time.  This is the 
doctor that helped us to find Shirley’s food 
allergies last summer.  Removing the foods 
Shirley is allergic to has helped immensely, 
but she still gets tired and sick very easily.  
His findings were that her iron is on the low 
end of normal.  Also, her heart beats too 
rapidly in an attempt to raise her blood 
pressure which is too low.  He prescribed an 
iron supplement for her and has given her a 
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natural medicine to boost her blood 
pressure.  After learning of her chronic fever, 
he also chose to treat her body for a chronic 
virus.  Will you please pray with us that this 
course of treatment will help Shirley’s body 
to grow strong again?  She is currently 
suffering from another bout with an ongoing 
fever. 


Our family is deeply grateful to those who 
have invested their precious time into our 
children.  Micah and Matthias are 
currently being trained 
by an experienced 
welder who owns a 
manufacturing 
company.  Each 
Monday he invests his 
time and resources to 
the end goal that they 
would become welders 
skilled for the many 
different types of welding 
needed on the mission 
field.  Not only are Micah 
and Matthias learning 
much, they have been 
very encouraged by this 
caring man who is 
investing in them, 
expecting nothing in 
return.  This has been a 
blessing to our entire 
family!


Matthias, Shirley, and 
Emma-Joy had the the 
privilege of attending Youth 
Extravanganza at Pembina 
Valley Baptist Church.  The 
speaker for this two-day 
youth conference was 
Pastor Kirby Campbell.  This man who has 
been deeply acquainted with suffering, was a 
tremendous blessing to our children.  Mrs. 
Campbell spoke to the young ladies in a 
couple of split sessions.  All three of our 
children who attended shared many things 
that God taught them through the preaching 
of Pastor Campbell and the teaching of his 
dear wife.  We thank God for this faithful 
couple.


In our coming prayer updates we would like 
to have a special section highlighting a 
person in Sagada whose life has been 
transformed by the gospel.  This section will 
be called “Trophies of Grace”.  As we tell you 
about “Evangeline”, this month’s “Trophy of 
Grace”, we will also help you to understand 
a little bit about the cultural struggles our 
people face.


To protect the privacy of each “Trophy of 
Grace”, we will change their name.  
Speaking of names, in the culture of the 
Igorot people, each person actually has two 
different names.  Like all babies born in 
Sagada, “Evangeline” received her native 
name when she was eight days old.  This 
name is given to the baby as pagan rituals 
are performed by the “elders” who consort 
with the “spirits”.  The “spirits” order 
sacrifices to be performed in order that the 
baby will gain the protection of a “spirit” 
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assigned to baby.  Additionally, because of 
the century-old influence of the Anglican 
Church, the baby is christened and given a 
“Christian” name.  This is a very vivid picture 
of the marriage of paganism and 
“Christianity” in the local culture which is 
very difficult to penetrate with the truth. This 
is the culture “Evangeline” was born into.


Evangeline and her two younger sisters have 
attended our church since the very first 
Sunday.  The three girls were ages five, four, 
and three at the time.  When she was about 
seven years old, Evangeline finally 
understood the truth and accepted Christ as 
her Saviour.  Her immediate discernment 
was astounding.  Each Sunday her grandma 
or her aunt take her and her sisters to the 
Anglican Church for the early morning mass, 
and then the girls attend Sunday school at 
our church.  With a bravery that is not 
tolerated from children in that culture, 
Evangeline began trying to teach to her 
grandma truth from the Word of God after 
each mass.  When she sensed something 
wrong being taught in her grandmother’s 
church, she would ask my wife to show her 
the truth—and then take the answers home 
to her grandma.  She has been doing this 
now for about five years.  Recently, Martina, 
our Sunday school supervisor, taught her 
how to keep a prayer journal.  She told 
Martina that she has to carry it with her 
everywhere because if her grandmother sees 
what is written in it, she will be very angry.  
Will you please pray with us for the salvation 
of her grandmother?  She has had two 
serious health issues that should have 
already taken her life, and she’s nearly 90 
years old.  We have sensed that God 
continues to preserve her life giving her the 
opportunity to accept the truth, but time is 
drawing short.


Two weeks ago a friend of Evangeline 
attended church for the first time.  She has 
been praying for this friend to come to 
church since the time of her own salvation, 
and she has asked my wife many times how 
she can help her friend see the truth.  The 
children in Sagada live very difficult and 
scary lives causing them to be quite 
miserable.  Her friend is no exception.  Her 
friend faced much spiritual adversity for 

attending church and has not returned.  My 
wife and I were both able to “meet” her over 
the phone the one Sunday she attended and 
spend some time talking to her and praying 
for her regarding some of her struggles.  She 
needs Jesus to save her and transform her 
life.


Deep gratitude fills our hearts for all who 
continue to support our family and our 
precious Igorot people through prayer and 
through physical support in many forms.  
Abundant praise overwhelms us as we see 
the mighty acts God is continuing to 
perform.  How we praise His works!


Prayer Highlights

• The salvation of more Igorots in Sagada


• Ongoing health needs of Matthias and 
Shirley


• Wisdom for God’s clear direction for our 
return to Sagada


• God’s provision for our medical needs

Page �  of �3 3


