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10 Years in Japan 
 On July 6th, 2012, we flew into Kobe, Japan in order to begin our work as 
missionaries.  At the time, we had one child with one on the way.  We had no way of 
knowing the amazing things that God had in store for us.  Over the past 10 years, our family 
has grown to 7, we have gone through language school, and had the privilege to restart the 
Aomori Grace Baptist Church.  We have seen people make professions of faith in Christ, 
discipled, and baptized.  Thank you for your faithful prayers and support that have made it 
possible for us to serve the Lord in Japan for the past 10 years.  We are looking forward to 
the next 10! 
 At the end of May, we held our open church barbeque.  This was our first outreach at 
the new building, and we were not sure what kind of response we would see from the 
community.  We were so overwhelmed with God’s goodness and great blessings that we 
were convicted of our lack of faith.  We had a total of 37 people come to church for the 
barbecue.  One family and two 6th graders from the neighborhood saw an advertisement, 
came for Sunday school and stayed through the whole day  We had friends from our English 
class attend as well.  During the Sunday School hour, five of the children made a profession 
of faith in Christ.  There was much preparation and hard work that our folks put into the 
event, and it was such a blessing for us to see their hard work and faith rewarded in such a 
tangible way. 
 Prior to the Coronavirus lockdowns, we held an annual violin concert featuring a 
Christian professional violinist from Osaka.  The restrictions have begun to ease, and we 
decided to host this concert once again.  Our current building is conducive to a concert 
setting so we held the concert at the church rather than a separate music hall.  We had 
approximately 20 people come to the concert, with 10 first-time visitors.  One of these 
visitors even came to church the following day as well!  The violinist gave a great testimony 
between songs, and I had the opportunity to share a Bible message at the end of the 
concert.  Please pray for these seeds that have been planted.    

 Looking forward, we have some exciting opportunities coming up 
soon.  On July 23rd, we are hosting a Summer Festival.  We will be playing 
carnival games, sharing the gospel, and eating ice cream.  Please pray that new 
kids will attend and have the opportunity to hear the gospel. 

During the month of August, our city hosts a large festival called Nebuta.  
Hundreds of thousands of people typically travel to Aomori to participate in this 
festival.  We are going to take the opportunity to pass out fans with scripture 
verses printed on them as well as information about our church.  It’s a great 
chance to get out into our community.   

I will also be travelling down to Kobe in August to assist in a construction 
project at the Bible School there.  Please pray for safety and productivity. 

God bless, 
Paul, Sarah, Timothy, Karen, Ethan, Joshua, and Charity Johnson 


