
SOTOFAMILY

SENDING CHURCH
Heritage Baptist Church
Pastor Michael Edwards 
14510 Spriggs Rd. 
Woodbridge, VA 22193

CONTACT
INFORMATION
703.731.7418
OutreachHI@gmail.com
OutreachHawaii.com

Aloha and Happy New Year! 

The holiday season at Kai Point was a great time for growth in our church.  

No sooner had we moved into our new location then the landlord decided it was time to double the rent. You probably have heard us 
say that real estate is a unique challenge in Hawaii bc it’s limited. ( a fact of island life ) The borrower truly is a servant to the lender. 
When the landlord flexes his muscles, there’s very little we can do.  We kept communication open with our church people and made 
this a point of prayer on Wednesdays. Some business individuals in our church had different strategies on how to haggle a better 
price point, but God did all the work and none of our clever planning accomplished a thing. On the Wednesday of our Praise and 
Thanksgiving Service, Rafael got a phone call from the building manager saying “Pastor, we’ve decided to leave your rent as is. We 
will not be raising it at all for the time being. I’ll get the paper work sent to you, but I know you have service tonight and wanted you 
to be able to tell your congregation.” The rental rate was a miracle, but I felt that their consideration of our church service felt equally 
miraculous! 

During testimony time, we had quite a blessing to share. “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us”. As we told the story, our church shared a moment. Lots of cheering and gratitude to our great God. One lady 
who began attending several years ago stood and gave testimony saying “ this is exactly what I prayed for.” She had told God we’ve 
been wrestling with our rental rates so much. Enough already! No raised rent, not a dollar.  

I was challenged and reminded that we have not because we ask not. We serve a big God who happens to be unaffected by 
inflation. (can I get an amen?) 

We are thankful for the growth that is happening at Kai Point because of God. This January we will be having a Next Step Sunday. 
We are laying out some ideas for ministry growth, more involvement, and building updates (very badly needed ). We will also be 
taking an offering, asking people to give over and above their offerings to accomplish these specific items in our ministry.  

Recently, we had a family join that had previously been saved in a church that is no longer practicing sound doctrine. During the 
pandemic, their eyes were opened to some practices that they realized are very much not Biblical. They were very thankful to find a 
church that preaches the Bible, and have been bringing friends and family.  We just ask for Gods hand of protection  during this time 
and for God to work and direct as He sees fit.   

Also, on a personal note, you may remember four years ago, we made the move across the island to the very West side, Ewa Beach. 
Financially, it made sense bc we were able to buy on this much cheaper side of the island. With the equity we have built combined 
with the church growth and many hours our family is needed in Hawaii Kai, we put our house on the market and attempted to sell.  
This was a huge prayer request because we knew God would have to work out the details and timing of us selling and buying.  We 
fully expected a Red Sea miracle, but guess what?  It didn’t happen. We had offers on our house, but we couldn’t compete with the 
many all cash offers of investors in Hawaii Kai. After a whole lot of prayer, we felt that the Lord would not have us sell. We were 
disappointed, but God knows best. We decided to look at renting our Ewa Beach home and renting in Hawaii Kai. This was very 
simple. We found a renter right away, and were able to find a place for our family.  We are thankful that while we are paying someone 
else’s mortgage in Hawaii Kai, someone is also paying ours.  

The cost of living in Hawaii Kai is astronomical.  This struggle was not what we pictured. But as God has proven over and over again, 
he is not bound by dollars and cents. When it’s His perfect timing, He will provide the perfect home for us. We have had 11 
addresses in 12 years of marriage so you’d better believe we are ready to settle down. However if His plan is that we move frequently 
to afford Hawaii, we are getting pretty proficient!  

We thank you for your prayers and continued support! We absolutely could not do ministry here without you.  

Mahalo nui loa from our family to yours, 

Rafael Soto 
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pastor@kaipoint.church 
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Sending Church: 
Heritage Baptist Church 
14510 Spriggs Rd. 
Woodbridge, VA 22193 
Pastor Mark Carpenter 

     1.  Church growth spiritually and numerically  

     3.  Monthly support to stay strong 

     2.  Discipleship program 

     4.  New facility development (PRAISE: supporting church gave 5k towards nursery improvements.)

PRAY FOR:

    5.  Our family moving from west side of island back to Hawaii Kai


