
Backward and Forward 

As we look back over 2022, we are thankful for God´s hand on 

us and on this ministry.  Christ is still saving souls and changing 

lives.  We saw people saved and were able to baptize a few.  We 

reorganized and “restarted” our Sunday School.  The truth is that 

it has not been the same since Covid, but we are finally seeing 

some improvement in the attendance.  We also started a 

ministry in a rehab center where we had over 20 professions of 

faith.  God also blessed us with new families in the church from 

the VBS and other events that we did throughout the year.  We 

entered the new year following up on some contacts and 

working with some new families, for which we are very grateful. 
 

As we look forward in this year, 2023, we are praying and taking 

some steps to try to better some of our ministries.  We are trying 

to encourage people to be a part of the Sunday School and to go 

soul-winning with us.  I have a discipleship class that I am doing 

on Tuesday mornings.  I am also trying to develop a Bible study 

group with some of the youth on Friday mornings.  My goal is to 

ground them and to develop some leadership.  We are also 

hoping to better our ministry in the rehab center this year.  It is 

now under new ownership, but we pray that the Lord will keep 

the door open for us.   My hope is that I will be able to turn that 

ministry over to a faithful man in our church before the year is 

over.  We ask your prayers as we endeavor to go forward. 
 

Praying with Us and Staying with Us 

I am very thankful for all those who have donated funds for our 

building project, and I have felt very badly that our plans to build 

have not materialized.  I concluded at the end of 2021 or 

beginning of 2022 that the piece of land that we have is not 

going to work for our church building.  When I bought the land, 

I believed that it would be the permanent home of our church.  

But in the process of time, I came to realize that we would not 

be able to build there unless we were willing to do it dishonestly.  

I really believed that it was the Lord who opened the opportunity 

and provided the funds to buy that land, but when things were 

not working out, I began to doubt and question myself.  I now 

see that the Lord had us buy it as an investment.  Because of a 

newly constructed intersection, our property value has gone up 

about 50%.  Now we will have more that we can invest in the 

place that the Lord will open for our church.  I appreciate your 

prayers and patience in all of this because I know it was 

anticlimactic.  God has been working all along, but not in the way 

that we thought.  We are still waiting on Him to open the right 

opportunity.  Please pray with us and stay with us.  Thank You! 

God Did It…and We Got Two for One 

We were very excited last June to have some fruit in our church 

because of our VBS program in one of the pueblos (villages) not 

too far from our church. Valentin and his sister Violeta were 

saved in the VBS program that day.  Their mom, Beatriz, was 

saved with her two other sons, Fernando and Valente, a couple 

of weeks later.  They were attending the church regularly, but 

not without difficulty.  Tonio, the husband, and father in the 

home had a serious problem with drinking and was not in favor 

of his family coming to church.  When he was drinking, he would 

often try to hinder his family from attending.  In September, the 

family went to our family retreat behind his back.  I didn´t know 

this until we were already there.  That incident basically ended 

their opportunity to attend the services.  I went to meet him and 

was able to get to know him a little bit. He seemed nice, but very 

arrogant.  Although he was cordial with me at that moment, his 

family suffered afterward because of my visit.  We have been 

praying for him and his family since June.  On Sunday, the 11th of 

December, the kids showed up at church.  They told me that 

their dad had been hit by a car and was in the hospital.  He had 

managed to dodge a direct hit, but his lower leg was run over 

and broken in four places.  I prayerfully went to see him in the 

hospital, not knowing how he would react to my visit.  

Thankfully, I was able to win his confidence and it was obvious 

that the Lord was working in his heart.  He was very conscience 

that he could have died and that opened his heart to the Gospel.  

That same day, Tonio accepted Christ as his Savior!  The next two 

times that I visited him in the hospital, he was glad to see me, 

and his demeanor was totally different.  Tonio is now recovering 

at home.  We serve a God who answers prayer!  Please pray with 

us that we can see the whole family in church and that the Lord 

will continue to change their lives.   
 

A double blessing…One of the times that I visited Tonio in the 

hospital, a man in the bed next to him was listening to our 

conversation.  His name is Bulmaro.  He was hit on his 

motorcycle, and it was a miracle that he was alive.  I gave him a 

tract and began to share the Gospel with him.  About a half hour 

later, he prayed and asked Christ to be his Savior.  He said that 

he had been witnessed to before but had not wanted to accept 

the Lord.  It took a serious accident to change his mind.  God was 

so merciful to allow him another opportunity to be saved. 
 

Prayer Letter by E-mail 

 If you would like to receive my letters by e-mail, please let me 

know and I will be glad to add you to the list. rjjrgoodman@hotmail.com 
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