
Dear Praying Friends        December 2022 

As we come into our final month of 2022 it is a time to reflect on the past year and thank God 
for all He has done. I read a quote from John Wesley recently that read, “The best thing of 
all is God is with us.” That is the meaning of the name Immanuel found in Isaiah 7:14. 
“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold a virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”  I have learned that the Christmas season is 
a wonderful opportunity to share to others that God came to us through His Son Jesus Christ.   

The Christmas season is a busy one in ministry. We have several events planned for this month 
and we are thankful for the opportunity to reach out into our community. On December 10, 
we are holding our first Christmas Community Dinner in two years. We have had a record 
number of people personally invited and many have responded that they are coming. Would 
you please pray for this event. On Sunday, December 11, we are having our first ever 
Christmas play.  Holly has put many hours into costumes and planning. We are also expecting 
some visitors.   

Last month I was approached and asked if our church would be willing to run a Christmas 
service at the Restigouche Hospital Center in Campbellton. The Restigouche Hospital Center is 
the provincial psychiatric hospital for all of New Brunswick. On December 13, we will be 
holding a service along with Eglise Baptiste de la Grâce of St. Quentin, NB. There is 30-60 
people expected to be in attendance. I ask you to pray for this unique ministry opportunity.  

A New Sister in Christ 

In September, I had a lady contact me and ask about our church. She had found our church 
online and wanted to come.  Come to find out she lived only 10 minutes from our church.   
She faithfully attended for the next several weeks. She had grown up Catholic, but from a 
young age did not feel that it was the right way to God. She shared that she always had a 
keen interest in the Bible and had read the Bible stories to her children. Following the service 
on October 23, she shared with me that she believed everything I was preaching but had not 
yet asked the Lord to save her from her sin. I asked what was stopping her and she replied 
that she didn’t know.  She felt bad that she had been swearing and taking the Lord’s name in 
vain. I told her that she could not clean up her life first but needed Christ to have those 
things cleaned up. That afternoon after she went home and called upon the name of the Lord 
for salvation.  She was excited to tell everyone she had been born again!  Her name is 
Christine, and I ask you to pray for her. She has been faithful to church ever since, and has 
been reading the Bible at a rapid pace. She has also brought her 16 year old son, Phillip to 
church.  



An Open Door 

In my last prayer letter I asked prayer for our Bathurst outreach services. We have held two 
Sunday evening services this fall. They have been well attended, with 11 visitors attending 
along with our regular church folk. A family attended named the Sousas. They were invited by 
a faithful lady in our church. The wife has been asking questions about salvation and has even 
commented to us she needs salvation. I have a meeting planned with the husband and wife 
about salvation on December 15, in their home. Their names are Steven and Susana.  

God has opened another opportunity for a meeting place in Bathurst.  An Anglican church in 
Bathurst that has a very low attendance, agreed for us to use their building once a month on 
Sunday evenings.  It is all set up for church services along with a piano.  This will greatly 
reduce the cost and set up of our Sunday evening services in Bathurst.  

Finally, I ask you to pray for Cody. Cody has been faithfully calling into our services.  His 
parole hearing is set for January.  Please pray as he comes back home, that he would stay on 
the right path and continue growing in his Christian walk.  

When you serve the Lord, you realize in a very real way that God wants people to be saved.  
Many people are thirsting for the Lord, and it us our job as Christians to introduce Christ to 
them! 

I want to thank all of you who faithfully pray and give to our ministry here on the North Shore 
of New Brunswick. I believe many needs and prayers are answered because of you.  We want 
to wish all of you a wonderful Christmas season.  

For His Glory, 

Joel, Holly, Emilyn, Wesley, Alan, and Cherith 


