
 As I sit down to write this letter, I have just returned home yesterday from 

several days in the hospital for pneumonia. This was certainly a very interesting 

week for us, especially for Elizabeth at home caring for the children. We are so 

thankful for the loving help of our pastor and church family, who took great care 

of everyone while I was in hospital. The doctors were confused as it is not 

normal for someone my age to have pneumonia complications, and this seemed 

to come out of nowhere. But I am now safe back home with 3 weeks of IV 

antibiotics to be administered at home with weekly check ups. Please pray for a 

speedy recovery for me and also for Elizabeth with the extra load on her at this 

time. We certainly got to experience the Lord’s watch care and love for us this 

week in a unique way, for which we are certainly thankful! 

 We are thankful that otherwise our family is doing well, and both boys are 

walking and exploring their world in new ways! What a joy to watch them grow 

and learn. We are also happy to announce that the Lord is giving us a fourth little 

blessing in July of this year! This was an unexpected blessing for us, but we are 

excited how the Lord is adding to our family. Please continue to pray for God’s 

grace and strength at this time for our family, and that God would continue to use 

us in many ways for His glory amidst a busy family life. 

 The Lord blessed us with a wonderful Christmas season, as we trust He 

did for you all as well. We cannot express enough our gratitude for the many 

who sent extra gifts for our family for Christmas. This was certainly unexpected 

and we appreciate it greatly. As we enter 2023 we look forward to all God has in 

store as we grow in our ministry and assimilation here in Québec.
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 I am constantly seeing improvement in my French, for which I am 

definitely thankful, as during my stay in the hospital certain staff could not speak 

English! I am glad I was able to communicate quite effectively during this needy 

time. I guess God had a bit of a test for me in it! I will likely be taking a break 

from preaching for a few weeks while I recover, but I look forward to preaching 

in French more regularly in the coming year. My recovery break will give me 

needed time to get some extra study, Lord willing. 

 We praise the Lord for having recently reached 90% of our needed 

support! At this time we do not plan on taking a longer trip in the Spring as 

originally intended, but will likely travel for only 2 weeks for meetings we 

currently have scheduled in the Maritimes. After our previous trips being so 

draining on the family, and with Elizabeth expecting again, I do not want to add 

more stress than is necessary to our family. We are trusting the Lord that with the 

meetings we have had this past year and the few booked in the Spring that we 

will reach 100% support. If you could please pray specifically for us in this 

regard, as we only need around 6 more supporting churches for us to reach our 

goal! 

 Thank you for continuing to have a part in our ministry. While we 

certainly are still finishing raising our financial support, prayer support is most 

definitely our greatest need. Thank you for your labour of love in prayer for our 

family. 

By God’s grace, and for His glory, 

Josiah and Elizabeth Coates 


